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· Qualification to be awarded:   Master of  Philology
· Total ECTS credits:  120 credits (ECTS),                                                         
·  Duration of Study -   2 years.
Goals of the Program:
1. To prepare a philologist (linguist) with profound and systematic knowledge in the field of linguistics, competence aligned with modern requirements, high qualification, possessing theoretical knowledge and practical skills necessary for professional activity, who will understand the complexity and specificity of the field and will be a competitive specialist, meeting the standards of the second level of education and the requirements of the labor market;
2. To provide in-depth and systematic knowledge of linguistics, which mainly includes: history of linguistic doctrines, language typology, morphosyntax, text linguistics, sociolinguistics, linguoculture, linguistic stylistics and a wide range of current issues/topics/problems in linguistics. Applied Linguistics; master their critical reflection, forming reasoned conclusions in light of the latest developments and the foundations for creating innovations; developing new, original ideas and finding solutions to complex problems in an unforeseen, interdisciplinary environment;
3. to equip oneself with deep and systematic methodological knowledge on planning and independent implementation of linguistic research work; to develop skills/competencies of integrating theoretical and practical knowledge of research work, using the latest methods and approaches, observing the principles of academic integrity and norms of academic ethics;
4. Develop personal virtues and civic values (regardless of nationality) such as: mutual respect, support, humanity, recognizing the professionalism of others and then building on this to contribute to the development of one's own and others' professional knowledge and practice. ; To take responsibility; To carry out own research independently; Easily adapts to unpredictable learning or working environments.
Expanding one's humanitarian-philological outlook through assimilating relevant research components will greatly enhance the competence of master's students in both theoretical and applied aspects. This will ensure their high qualifications and competitiveness in the labor market, not only in Georgia but also abroad, facilitating successful employment and career development wherever there is a demand for skilled linguists, philologists, researchers, or professor-teachers. Additionally, this opens up opportunities for further professional growth, including pursuing doctoral studies at the third level of higher education, for those interested in advancing their careers. 
The program holds particular significance within the context of modern globalization, aligning with the university's goals, mission, and strategy. It reflects the scientific policy and profile of the Faculty of Humanities, fostering the advancement and deepening of interdisciplinary and multilingual research in the humanities. Moreover, it encourages specialists to contribute to the advancement of linguistics (and philology), as well as to the integration of Georgia and the region with foreign-speaking countries. Additionally, the program aims to enhance and shape Georgian and foreign cultures while promoting societal values through the deepening of intercultural communication and interculturalism.
· Learning outcomes
Upon completion of the Master's program, graduates possess a range of competencies tailored to their objectives and profile. These may include:

· Knowledge and understanding 

1. (1.1.) Demonstrates in-depth, systematic (highly professional and qualified) theoretical knowledge on issues related to the field of linguistics, taking into account the latest developments (theoretical foundations of linguistics, its initial concepts; main directions of linguistics, schools, theoretical concepts and research). methods of prominent linguists, language typology, morphosyntax, text linguistics, contemporary/main issues/themes/problems of sociolinguistics, linguoculture, applied linguistics and linguistic stylistics);
2. (1.2.)  Discusses in detail various traditional and recent (theoretical and practical) methods of theoretical and empirical linguistic research, contemporary approaches, language variation, language change and its role in society; possesses methodological and technical knowledge in posing/defining a research problem and creating a linguistic research paper;
3.   (1.3.)  Through critical reflection on existing knowledge and consideration of current and emerging developments in linguistics, the graduate engages in multifaceted analysis that serves as a foundation for innovation and the generation of new, original ideas.
· Skills
4.  (2.1.) Engages in detailed discussions of linguistic issues, conducting in-depth analyses and conveying the principal characteristics of the structure and functioning of the studied language(s). The graduate systematically describes and elucidate the latest/modern developments in linguistics, including isomorphisms and allomorphisms identified through typological studies at various language levels. Additionally, s/he critically evaluates and analyzes texts, considering discursive, linguocultural, and sociolinguistic features;
5.  (2.2.) Adeptly and fluently navigates new, unforeseen, and multidisciplinary environments. The graduate demonstrates competence in solving individual and complex problems, offering effective solutions, and presenting original paths, ideas, and visions. This includes independently conducting research using the latest methods and approaches;
6.  (2.3.) Comprehensively identifies and effectively utilizes the structural components of languages, linguistic terminology, analytical/empirical materials, and methods for searching and processing language sources. The graduate purposefully employs information and communication technologies, as well as library and electronic resources. Additionally, s/he considers theoretical reasoning and, leveraging their skills in linguistic research, independently creates original linguistic scientific works that adhere to structurally and meaningfully correct forms, are logically justified, and meet the necessary academic standards;
7.  (2.4.) Employing an innovative synthesis of critical analysis and information, while considering various authors' perspectives, the graduate demonstrates social and ethical responsibility. S/he formulates his/her own conclusions, supported both orally and in writing, and presents research results to the professional community/industry specialists. Throughout this process, s/he adheres to the principles of scientific objectivity, academic integrity, and standards.
· Responsibility and autonomy 
8.  (3.1.) Showcases the ability to autonomously engage in learning, researching, processing, and analyzing language events and facts. Through these efforts, the graduate contributes to the advancement of industry and professional knowledge, as well as professional practice within the field of linguistics;
9.  (3.2.) Adapts to diverse (complex/unpredictable) educational, business and research environments with appropriate strategic management approaches, works individually and as part of a team, including deadlines and intensive work; 
10.  (3.3.) Respects and values both national and Western cultural norms. The graduate exhibits tolerance towards linguistic and cultural diversity, assuming responsibility for fostering and cultivating improved habits and behaviors in both their professional and personal development. Furthermore, s/he actively shares the vision with others, including team members, to encourage mutual understanding and growth.
·  Features of the organization of teaching process.
Duration of Study -   2 years -  4 semesters
· First academic year of study:  60 credits
· Second academic year of study:  60 credits
         The program offers a high degree of flexibility, combining a teaching component, a qualifying master's thesis developed through independent research, and practical professional experience. It comprises compulsory, elective, and free elective components within the major field of study (linguistics). The elective component within the free section enables students to select courses that align with their level of study and research interests.
          Out of the total 120 credits within the Master's program, 90 credits are dedicated to the educational component, comprising courses (80 credits) and practical experience (10 credits). The remaining 30 credits are allocated to the research component, which includes the preparation and defense of the Master's thesis.

Such admission/distribution contributes to the strengthening of student-centered principle and successful employment in the labor market, as the combination of basic and elective training provides an opportunity for full development of all competencies and relevance of results.
         One credit is equivalent to 25 hours of combined classroom and independent work. Lecture courses are distributed across three semesters, with the workload shifting to the Master's thesis during the fourth semester.

In the program, 2 hours per week are dedicated to additional individual consultation sessions with students by the faculty, totaling 60 hours per year. The allocated time will be distributed to each student based on the specifics of their needs. For example, if a Master's student has qualifications in another field, additional individual consultations will be scheduled as necessary.
        Practical component: The practical component of the Master's degree program "Linguistics" is planned and organized with a coherent structure and is closely related to the learning outcomes of the program. Depending on the objectives, the program presents:
· practical or seminar hours integrated into the theoretical training courses;
· professional Practice.
            10 credits are designated for professional practice, facilitating the optimal application and reinforcement of theoretical knowledge in practical settings. This component aids students in cultivating the professional skills necessary for independent activities.
Undergraduates will have the opportunity to undergo professional practice voluntarily, following an individually developed schedule, in both state and private organizations, as well as non-state entities. This will be facilitated through agreements concluded with the university, and certification will be conducted, with a maximum of 100 points awarded. Evaluation will be based on acknowledgment letters, diaries, written reports, and presentations submitted by students. Intermediate grades will be worth a maximum of 60 points, while final grades will be worth a maximum of 40 point (specific conditions and minimum assessment criteria thresholds are outlined in detail in the professional practice program).

· Research component: 
The teaching methodology of the educational program "Linguistics" emphasizes research activities. Theoretical training courses provide students with a foundation for developing and deepening their research competence from the outset. These courses aid students in understanding current research methods in linguistics, as well as in defining and shaping their research interests. This approach facilitates proper planning and independent execution of research work, culminating in the successful defense of the master's thesis at the program's conclusion.
The research component of the program, represented by the master's thesis, carries a weight of 30 credits. Its primary objective is to enhance methodological and practical/technical knowledge and skills required for independent linguistic research. Through the planning and implementation phases, students cultivate a professional research culture, fostering the formation and advancement of their research expertise.           
On the basis of the research carried out for the preparation of the master's thesis, the student accumulates theoretical and practical knowledge in this field, thereby contributing to the development of the field of linguistics (in general the field of philology) and the affirmation of new values.         
The student is required to utilize the acquired field knowledge and independent research skills to prepare and present a comprehensive research project by the end of the IV semester. This work must meet the standards of a master's level thesis, both structurally and substantively. Additionally, it must undergo a plagiarism check using Turnitin prior to the defense.
           The student will be admitted to the defense of the master's thesis if s/he has fulfilled all other requirements of the educational program, has no financial and academic debt and has a review-recommendation of the scientific supervisor and reviewer about admission to the defense. 
           The defense takes place publicly before a commission. The evaluation of the master's thesis occurs once, following its defense. The final assessment considers the evaluations of the scientific supervisor(s), reviewer(s), and commission, weighted according to specified proportions. The commission's collective maximum score is 60, while the maximum score for the scientific supervisor and reviewer is 40.
The procedures for approval, preparation, registration, submission, and public defense of the master's thesis, as well as the assessment criteria and process, are established at the university level. These regulations are outlined in the document titled "On the Order of Development, Registration, Protection, and Evaluation of the Master's Thesis," alongside the specific guidelines provided within the master's thesis program.
Area/topic of the research
            The area/theme of the benchmark research proposed for the master's students will be quite diverse. From the field of linguistics, within the framework of the program, theoretical and empirical studies will be carried out, the analysis base of which, taking into account the student's desire, can be: phonetic, lexical, morphological, syntactic and textual levels of the language(s); issues of their structure and functioning; Discourse problems; Research of linguistic awareness (lingupersona) of the author and characters in the literary text; A special feature of the program is research in a contrasting perspective, taking into account cultural, social, national, ethnic, gender and other linguistic and cultural or sociolinguistic factors, as well as issues of language policy and language situations (in-depth study); The correct understanding and analysis of such analytical-intellectual aspects will undoubtedly be one of the prerequisites for the deepening of international relations with Western civilization.
Master's students will also have the opportunity to engage with a dialect research profile, involving the systematic identification of grammatical features in dialect diversity, and/or with a diachronic research profile of languages, aiming to create a comprehensive understanding of a language by considering its historical development.
        The research problem (title of the article) will be clarified, the purpose, objectives, novelty and relevance will be determined when drawing up an individual work-research plan for the master's student, taking into account his desires, in agreement with the program. supervisor(s) and scientific supervisor(s).
Appendix 1.

Master's degree program "Linguistics"
Curriculum
	N
	Course Code
	Program Components/Study Courses
	Admission prerequisites
	Estimated Semestre
	ECTS  Credits
	Academic hours

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Contact
	Independent study hours
	Total

	
	
	                                    Learning component - 90  credits
	

	I.
	
	The compulsory component of the main field of study   -  60 credits
	

	
	
	Study courses
	
	
	50
	
	
	

	1.
	HUS2LHLD
	History of Linguistic Studies
	-
	1
	5
	45
	80
	125

	2.
	HUS2LSWMS
	Academic Writing (for Master's Students)
	                  -
	1
	5
	45
	80
	125

	3.
	HUS2LRM
	Research Methods 
	-
	1
	6
	45
	105
	150

	4.
	HUS2LAL
	Applied Linguistics  
	-
	1 
	4
	45
	55
	100

	5.
	HUS2LLK
	Linguacultural Studies
	-
	2
	4
	45
	55
	100

	6.
	HUS2LAPTL
	Topical Issues in Typological Linguistics
	History of Linguistic Studies
	2
	6
	45
	105
	150

	7.
	HUS2LLS
	Linguistic Stylistics 
	-
	2
	4 
	45
	55
	100

	9.
	HUS2LMPS
	Morphosyntactic Issues in Sentence Structure
	Topical Issues in Typological Linguistics
	3
	6
	45
	105
	150

	10.
	HUS2LTL
	Linguistic Text Analysis
	Linguistic Stylistics
	3
	5
	45
	80
	125

	11.
	HUS2LSL
	 Sociolinguistics
	Applied Linguistics  
	3
	5
	45
	80
	125

	
	HUS2LPP
	Professional Practice
	All Compulsory Courses of I and II Semesters
	3
	10
	
	
	250

	II.
	
	   Elective component of the primary area of study   -      20   credits
	

	1.
	HUS2LLPH
	ენის  ფილოსოფია*
	-
	1
	10
	45
	80
	125

	2.
	HUS2LEAPE /

HUS2LEAP/

HUS2LEAPGR
	Foreign Language for Academic Purposes (English/German/Russian)*
	-
	1
	
	45
	80
	125

	3.
	HUS2LLT
	Language and technology*
	-  
	1
	
	45
	80
	125

	4.
	HUS2LHGLTHMCHK
	History of Georgian Linguistic Thought and Contemporary Issues in Georgian Studies*
	-
	2
	5
	45
	80
	125

	5.
	HUS2LSTP
	Scientific, Technical and Political Discourse translation*
	-
	2
	
	45
	80
	125

	6.
	HUS2LAPP
	Actual problems of psycholinguistics* 
	-
	3
	5
	45
	80
	125

	7.
	HUS2LLP
	Linguistic Pragmatics* 
	-
	3
	
	45
	80
	125

	III.
	
	       Free Optional Component      -      10   credits
(courses from other master’s programs at the university)
	250

	
	
	
	    2 
	10
	
	
	250

	
	
	Research Program     -     30 credits    (Mandatory  )

	 IV.
	HUS2LMTh
	Preparation and defense of the master's thesis
	Compulsory and optional courses and professional practice of I-III semesters (90 credits)
	4
	30
	
	
	750

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


[image: image1.png]



PAGE  
2

